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LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT  
A land acknowledgement is offered to recognize Aboriginal peoples’ enduring connection to 
their traditional territories, to recognize the history of the land that is currently shared by many 
peoples, and to recognize stewardship as a shared commitment of all those who reside in a 
territory. The practice of territory acknowledgement is itself a replication of an Aboriginal practice 
which predates European contact.  
 

We respectfully acknowledge the territory in which we 
gather as the ancestral homelands of the Beothuk, 
and the island of Newfoundland as the ancestral 
homelands of the Mi’kmaq and Beothuk. We would 
also like to recognize the Inuit of Nunatsiavut and 
NunatuKavut and the Innu of Nitassinan, and their 
ancestors, as the original people of Labrador. We 
strive for respectful relationships with all the peoples 
of this province as we search for collective healing 
and true reconciliation and honour this beautiful land 
together. 
 
Land Acknowledgment prepared by Memorial University’s Aboriginal Affairs office 
https://www.mun.ca/aboriginal_affairs/LAND_ACKNOWLEDGEMENT-_MEMORIAL.pdf 

  

https://www.mun.ca/aboriginal_affairs/LAND_ACKNOWLEDGEMENT-_MEMORIAL.pdf
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About #DecarbonizeNL 
In October 2018, the United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change issued a stark 
warning: to avoid catastrophic climate change, we must stop burning fossil fuels and emitting 
greenhouse gases. 

The milestones are specific and daunting. By 2030, all of humankind must reduce the amount of 
primary energy derived from oil by 37% relative to 2010 to avoid the worst effects of climate 
change. Coal use must decrease 78% over that same time frame - and even natural gas, often 
touted as a ‘bridge fuel’, must drop by 25%. No jurisdiction is exempt from this responsibility, and 
none will be immune from the effects of climate breakdown if we fail to meet it. 

Why Decarbonize NL? 

Newfoundland and Labrador has an economy that is largely dependent on oil and natural 
resources. In 2010, oil royalties accounted for over 30% of provincial revenue. Dramatic swings in 
volatile commodity prices create severe challenges for social programs and spending. 
Decarbonization - the process of decoupling human activity from the emission of greenhouse 
gases - will be a significant challenge, yet it’s one that we must meet, both morally and practically.  

So far, no strategy has been created that aligns NL’s development with the 
targets identified in the IPCC report. Therefore, it is up to all of us to come up with 
an action plan. 

DNL’s Mission 

The purpose of Decarbonize NL is to unleash the creativity, passion, ingenuity, and 
entrepreneurial spirit of Newfoundland and Labrador - to bring together enthusiastic members of 
academia, government, industry, Indigenous communities, non-profits, and the general public to 
outline what we can do, not just to meet or exceed the IPCC targets in NL, but also to build the 
prosperous, just, and sustainable economy that we all deserve. 
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Participating in Decarbonize NL 

How to decarbonize - not whether 

Climate change and decarbonization are topics that inspire passionate debate. In 
order to keep the space productive and to accomplish the goals of the event, we 
ask that all participants be prepared to discuss how best to decarbonize NL’s 
economy - NOT to debate whether we should do so. 

By attending and participating in this conference, we ask that you, for the 
purposes of discussion, accept the science that climate change is real, 
dangerous, and caused by human activities (primarily the combustion of fossil 
fuels). If you do not hold these views, you are still welcome - provided you agree 
to nevertheless focus your contributions on how, not whether to reshape NL’s 
economy to fight climate change. 

We further ask that all delegates come to DNL with the mindset that NL has the 
same obligation as the rest of the world to decarbonize. We feel the space will be 
unproductive if we spend the time debating whether NL has a role in 
decarbonization. 

   



4 

Code of Conduct 

We are employing a ​code of conduct​ for this event. 

DNL’s mission is to envision an economy in NL that is in compliance with the 
reduction in greenhouse gas emissions needed to fight climate change. This 
topic will arouse debate, and strong disagreements may occur. We see this as an 
asset – it is our explicit mission to set up a space so that these discussions can 
happen. However, there is a line between debate and disrespect – and if that line 
is crossed, the space is no longer productive. We also value providing a safe, 
equable, inspiring space for delegates from around the world. Our respectful 
dialogue policy asks that participants make every effort to maintain constructive 
discourse with other conference attendees at all times. 

The Decarbonize NL Code of Conduct outlines the following expected behaviours 
from all delegates: 

● Treat everyone with respect and consideration. 
● Communicate openly and thoughtfully with others and being considerate of 

the multitude of views and opinions that are different than your own. 
● Be respectful and mindful in your critique of ideas. 
● Be mindful of your surroundings and of your fellow participants. 

The following behaviours are unacceptable: 

● Harassment and intimidation, including any verbal, written, or physical 
conduct designed to threaten, intimidate, or coerce another delegate, 
conference organizers, or staff. 

● Discrimination based on gender or gender identity, sexual orientation, age, 
disability, physical appearance, body size, race, religion, national origin, or 
culture. 

● Physical or verbal abuse of any attendee, speaker, volunteer, exhibitor, 
staff member, service provider or other meeting guest. 

● Disrespectful disruption of presentations. 

https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fmars.2016.00103/full
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Note that the above unacceptable behaviours are guidelines, rather than strict 
definitions. 

Consequences 

Anyone requested to stop unacceptable behavior is expected to comply 
immediately. 

DNL staff (or their designee) or security may take any action deemed necessary 
and appropriate, including immediate removal from the meeting without warning 
and potentially without refund. 

Reporting Unacceptable Behaviour 

If you are the subject of unacceptable behavior or have witnessed any such 
behavior, please immediately notify conference organizers or venue staff. 
Reporting should not be done via social media.  
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Conference Chairs and Program Committee 

Chairs 

Brett Favaro, Ph.D, @LetsFishSmarter 

Dr. Favaro is a research scientist at Memorial University of Newfoundland. His research spans fisheries, 
climate change, marine conservation, and environmental law and policy. He lectures widely on applying 
scientific approaches to creating a sustainable future for the planet. He is the author of ​The Carbon Code: 
How You Can Become a Climate Change Hero” (Johns Hopkins University Press)​. 

Delia Warren, P. Eng, @delia_warren16 

Delia holds a Bachelor of Mechanical Engineering (Memorial University) and will complete a Master of 
Business Administration (MBA) (Memorial University) in summer 2019. She is currently on the board of 
directors of national non-profit organization Iron & Earth, and director of the Iron & Earth East chapter, the 
goal of which is to empower oil industry workers to build the renewable energy future. Delia is a founding 
member of NLEARN and has performed research into the business case for alternative energy 
development for NL’s off-grid, diesel-powered communities as part of her MBA studies. She is currently 
working as a project manager at local renewable energy company, SW Energy.  

Nick Mercer, Ph.D Candidate, @NickMercer2  

Nick holds a Bachelor of Arts in Environmental Studies and a Master of Arts in Environmental Policy 
(Grenfell Campus: Memorial University). He is currently completing his Ph.D dissertation at the University 
of Waterloo, where his doctoral research focuses on energy planning with and for communities in 
NunatuKavut, Labrador. He has done extensive research into community energy planning and barriers to 
renewable energy development in NL. Nick is a founding member of NLEARN. 

Program Committee 

DNL is supported and organized by a committee with diverse professional backgrounds. Organizers 
include: 

Dr. Angela Carter (​https://uwaterloo.ca/political-science/people-profiles/angela-carter​) 
Dr. Barbara Neis (​https://www.mun.ca/soc/people/faculty-profiles/barbara-neis.php​) 
Dr. John Sandlos (​https://www.mun.ca/history/people/faculty/jsandlos.php​) 
Brandon Copeland (​https://www.theurbaneast.com/people​) 
Joshua Green (​https://www.getmysa.com/about.html#timeline​) 
Dr. Mark Stoddart (​https://www.mun.ca/soc/people/faculty-profiles/mark-c-j-stoddart.php​) 
Keith Drover (​https://www.growlerenergy.ca/our-team/​) 
Maggie Burton (​http://www.stjohns.ca/council-member/CouncilloratLarge1​) 
Conor Curtis (​http://ruralresilience.ca/researchers/mun/students/conor-curtis/​) 

 

https://jhupbooks.press.jhu.edu/title/carbon-code
https://jhupbooks.press.jhu.edu/title/carbon-code
https://uwaterloo.ca/political-science/people-profiles/angela-carter
https://www.mun.ca/soc/people/faculty-profiles/barbara-neis.php
https://www.mun.ca/history/people/faculty/jsandlos.php
https://www.theurbaneast.com/people
https://www.getmysa.com/about.html#timeline
https://www.mun.ca/soc/people/faculty-profiles/mark-c-j-stoddart.php
https://www.growlerenergy.ca/our-team/
http://www.stjohns.ca/council-member/CouncilloratLarge1
http://ruralresilience.ca/researchers/mun/students/conor-curtis/
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Transportation and Bus Pass 
Your conference badge will be your bus pas on July 11 and 12. To get to the event on the 
morning of July 11, please show this mock-up badge to your bus driver - either by printing it out, 
or showing it on your phone. 
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Schedule at-a-glance 
 

Day 1 (July 11) Day 2 (July 12) 

Description Time Description Time 

Registration 
(Coffee/tea provided) 

8:00 AM Registration 
(Coffee/tea provided) 

8:00 AM 

Opening remarks + 
Plenary 

9:00 to 10:30  Concurrent session 3  8:30 to 10:30  

Break (Coffee/tea 
provided) 

10:30 to 11:00  Break (Pastries + 
Coffee provided) 

10:30 to 11:00  

Concurrent session 1 11:00 to 1:00 PM Final gathering + 
concluding talks 

11:00 to 1:00 PM 

Lunch (Provided) 1:00 to 2:00  Field trip for those who pre-registered; 
bus departs promptly at 1pm from Signal 
Hill Campus. (Bag lunch provided) 
  
  
  
  
  

Concurrent session 2 2:00 to 4:00  

Social (Snacks 
provided) 

4:00 to 6:00  
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Session Schedule 
 B2007a (Round 

tables) 
B2007 (Round 
tables) 

B2007b 
(theater-style) 

Day 1, 11-13:00 Just Transitions Fisheries and 
Agriculture 

Indigenous-Led 
Research 

14:00 - 16:00 Urban Transportation Off-grid Electricity Climate Adaptation 
and Policy 

Day 2, 08:30 - 10:30 Buildings and Urban 
Planning 

Heavy Industry Electrifying 
Transportation 

Plenary Session - July 11, 9:00 AM 
Welcome, and Introduction to Decarbonize NL 

Dr. Brett Favaro, ​Conference Chair 
 

Welcome from Memorial University of Newfoundland 
Dr. Max Liboiron, ​Associate Vice-President (Indigenous Research) 

 
What is a Just Transition? 

Delia Warren, ​Conference Chair 
 

Welcome from Government of Canada ​(by video) 
Hon. Catherine McKenna, ​Minister of the Environment and Climate Change 

 
Why Communities Matter, and Introduction to Plenary Speaker 

Nick Mercer, ​Conference Chair 
 

Plenary Talk: ​Huge Challenge, Big Opportunity 
Catherine Abreu, ​Executive Director, Climate Action Network Canada 

Presenting Remotely 
Q&A to Follow 

 
Introduction to the Citizen’s Assembly 

Dr. Brett Favaro, ​Conference Chair 
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Session 1: July 11, 11:00 - 13:00 
Indigenous-Led Research 

 
 
Fisheries and Agriculture 
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Just Transitions 
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Lunch: July 11, 13:00 - 14:00 
 

Lunch Prepared and Served by Red Oak Catering in Main Hall 

 
 

Session 2: July 11, 14:00 - 16:00 
Off-grid Electricity 
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Urban Transportation 

 
Climate Adaptation and Policy

 

Social to follow in Signal Hill Campus Atrium 
(16:00-18:00)  
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Day 2, ​Session 3: July 12, 08:30 - 10:30 
Heavy Industry 

Buildings and Urban Planning 
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Electrifying Transportation 
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Final Session: July 12, 11:00 - 13:00 
Introducing the Closing Session 
Dr. Brett Favaro, ​Conference Chair 

 
Session Chair Report 

Brief remarks to be given by all session chairs 
 

Q&A to Follow 
 

Action-Planning and Networking 
 

Closing Remarks 

Field Trip (13:00 - 18:00) 

 
Following the final session, delegates who have pre-paid for the Fermeuse Wind Trip 
will collect a bagged lunch (included in field trip registration fee), and depart via 
chartered bus, from the Signal Hill Campus.  
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Social Media 
 
Delegates are encouraged to tweet using the hashtag #DecarbonizeNL. 
 
To post questions, ideas, or comments about each session, also add a second hashtag 
specific to the session as follows: 
 

Panel Hashtag 

Fish and agriculture #DNLFood 

Indigenous-Led Research #DNLIndigenousResearch 

Just Transitions #DNLJustTransition 

Off-grid electricity #DNLOffGrid 

Urban transportation #DNLUrbanTransport 

Climate adaptation/policy #DNLPolicy 

Heavy Industry #DNLIndustry 

Buildings and urban planning #DNLUrbanPlanning 

EV’s #DNLElectrify 

 
We ask delegates to respect that the Code of Conduct applies to online conduct 
surrounding the conference as well​. We can’t control Internet trolls outside of the 
event, but we do ask that anyone at the conference behave on social media in a 
respectful manner. 
 
We further ask that you respect the privacy of other delegates​ and not attribute 
comments made in Citizen’s Assembly sessions to any one delegate. This is sometimes 
referred to as “Chatham House Rules” - you can talk, in general, about what was said, 
but not quote individuals. ​You may quote individuals speaking on panels, or during 
Q&A sessions​.  
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Thank you to our sponsors 
Gold 

 
 
Mysa Smart Thermostats 

 
Conference Fund 
Quick Start Fund for Public Engagement 

Silver 

 
World Wildlife Fund Canada (NL) 

© 1986 Panda symbol WWF-World Wide Fund For Nature 
(also known as World Wildlife Fund). 
® “WWF” is a WWF Registered Trademark. 

 
Newfoundland and Labrador Environmental 
Industry Association 

 

Bronze 

 
 

Transportation provided by: 
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DecarbonizeNL@gmail.com 

 
Twitter: @Decarbonizenl 

 
decarbonizenl.ca 


